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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Robert L. Battey et al. Examiner: Michael P. Nghiem 

Serial No.: 09/812,158 Group Art Unit: 2863 

Filed: March 19, 2001 Docket No.: 10961158-6 

Title: ELECTRICAL AND FLUTDIC INTERFACE FOR AN INK SUPPLY 


RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir/Madam: 

This Communication is in response to the ''Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment" (see 
attached copy) mailed on September 15, 2003. 

The Amendment and Response filed on August 28, 2003 does not fully comply with 
minimal requirements of the voluntary revised amendment practice guidelines. The Amendment 
and Response was deemed non-compliant because a complete listing of claims is not present. 
With this Communication we have submitted the corrected claims. In addition, the text of claim 
16 has been corrected to properly reflect all previous amendments. 

Applicant assumes the Amendment and Response is now compliant and is now in proper 
order and in condition for examination. A fee is not required with this Response, however at any 
time during the pendency of this application, please charge any fees required or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account 50047 1 . 
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Response to Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment 
Applicant: Robert L. Battey et al. 
Serial No.: 09/812,158 
Filed: March 19, 2001 
Docket No.: 10961158-6 

Title: ELECTRICAL AND FLUIDIC INTERFACE FOR AN INK SUPPLY 


Any inquiry regarding this Amendment and Response should be directed to either 
Matthew B. McNutt at Telephone No. (512) 231-0531, Facsimile No. (512)231-0540, or Kevin 
B. Sullivan at Telephone No. (858) 655-5228, Facsimile No. (858) 655-5859. In addition, all 
correspondence should continue to be directed to the following address: 


Hewlett-Packard Company 

Intellectual Property Administration 
P.O. Box 272400 

Fort Collins, Colorado 80527-2400 


Dated: : 

MBM:dmd 



Respectfully submitted, 

Robert L. Battey et al., 

By their attorneys, 

DICKE, BILLIG & CZAJA, PLLC 
Fifth Street Towers, Suite 2250 
100 South Fifth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Telephone: (6 1 2) 573-2000 
Facsimile: (612) 573-2005 

Matthew B. McNutt 
Reg. No. 39,766 


RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

SEP 2 5 2003 



I hereby certifies that this paper or papers, as described herein, are being transmitted via facsimile number (703) 308- 
7721 to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on this 25th day of September. 
2003. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Robert L. Battey et al. Examiner: Michael P. Nghiem 

Serial No.: 09/812,158 Group Art Unit: 2863 

Filed: March 19, 2001 Docket No.: 10961158-6 

Title: ELECTRICAL AND FLUIDIC INTERFACE FOR AN INK SUPPLY 

COMPLETE CLAIM SET ACCOMPANYING RESPONSE 
TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT 

IN THE CLAIMS 

1-15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Previously presented) A replaceable ink container for use in an off axis printing system, 
the printing system being responsive to electrical signals produced by the replaceable ink 
container foT controlling printing system parameters, the replaceable ink container having a 
leading edge defined as that edge of the replaceable ink container first received by the printing 
system, the replaceable ink container comprising: 

a plurality of electrical contacts on a first half of the leading edge at a first side of the 
leading edge, the plurality of electrical contacts configured for engaging a plurality of 
corresponding electrical printer contacts of the printing system; 

a fluid outlet on a second half of the leading edge at a second side of the leading edge that 
is directly opposite to the first side such that the fluid outlet is separated from the plurality of 
electrical contacts, the fluid outlet being in fluid communication with the replaceable ink 
container and configured for engaging a fluid inlet of the printing system; and 

an information storage device electrically connected to the plurality of electrical contacts. 

17. (Previously presented) The replaceable ink container of claim 16 wherein the leading 
edge defines a longitudinal axis with the first side and the second side being disposed on the 
longitudinal axis. 

1 8. (Previously presented) The replaceable ink container of claim 16 further including a 
latch feature, the replaceable ink container having an unlatched position and a latched position, 
wherein the latch feature is in engagement with corresponding engagement features of the 
printing system, the plurality of electrical contacts of the replaceable ink container are in 
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engagement with the plurality of corresponding electrical printer contacts, and the fluid outlet is 
in fluid communication with the fluid inlet of the printing system. 



19. (Previously presented) The replaceable ink container of claim 1 8 wherein the latch 
feature is a pair of latch features, and wherein one latch feature of the pair of latch features is on 
the replaceable ink container adjacent to the first side and another latch feature of the pair of 


latch features is on the replaceable ink container adjacent to the second side. 


20. (Previously presented) A replaceable ink container for use with a printing portion of an 
off axis printing system, the replaceable ink container having a docked position, wherein the 
replaceable ink container is mounted to the printing portion so as to provide ink to the printing 
portion, and to provide the printing portion with electrical signals for controlling printing system 
parameters, the replaceable ink container comprising: 

a fluid outlet portion for providing fluid to the printing portion, wherein the fluid outlet 
portion is mounted rigidly to the ink container and is configured for engaging corresponding 
guiding features of the printing portion that align the fluid outlet portion with corresponding fluid 
inlet portions of the printing portion; and 

an electrical interface portion having a plurality of electrical contacts for transferring the 
electrical signals between the replaceable ink container and the printing portion, the electrical 
interface portion including an engagement portion separated from and positioned opposite to the 
plurality of electrical contacts, wherein the electrical interface portion in the docked position 
engages guiding features of the printing portion to position electrical contact portions of the 
printing portion between the engagement portion and the plurality of electrical contacts to 
electrically engage the replaceable ink container with the printing portion without applying a 
force to the replaceable ink container that would affect engagement of the fluid outlet portion 
with the corresponding fluid inlet portions of the printing portion. 

21. (Canceled) 
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22. (Previously presented) The replaceable ink container of claim 20 wherein the fluid outlet 
portion is disposed on the outer surface of the replaceable ink container. 



23. (Previously presented) The replaceable ink container of claim 22 wherein the outer 
surface of the replaceable ink container is a leading edge defined as that edge of the replaceable 


ink container first received by the printing portion. 


24. (Previously presented) The replaceable ink container of claim 23 wherein the leading 
edge has a longitudinal axis and a lateral axis perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, and wherein 
the longitudinal axis bisects the fluid outlet portion and the cavity defining the electrical interface 
portion. 


25. (Previously presented) The replaceable ink container of claim 24 wherein the fluid outlet 
portion is at a first end of the longitudinal axis and the cavity defining the electrical interface 
portion is at a second end of the longitudinal axis opposite the first end. 


26. (Previously presented) A replaceable ink container for use in an off axis printing system, 
the printing system being responsive to electrical signals produced by the replaceable ink 
container for controlling printing system parameters, the replaceable ink container comprising: 
a leading edge defined as that edge of the replaceable ink container first received by the 
printing system, the leading edge having a longitudinal axis and a lateral axis perpendicular to 
the longitudinal axis; 

an electrical interface portion having a plurality of electrical contacts for transferring the 
electrical signals between the replaceable ink container and the printing system, wherein the 
electrical interface portion is a cavity within the leading edge of the replaceable ink container, 
the cavity being bisected by the longitudinal axis and having an inner surface with the plurality 
of electrical contacts thereon such that the plurality of electrical contacts are configured for 
engaging a plurality of corresponding electrical printer contacts of the printing system; and 


3 


Received from < 512 231 0540 > at 9/25/03 12:22:45 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 


09r25/2003 11:23 FAX 512 231 Oa40 Dlcke Bllllg & Czaja ©0 


COMPLETE CLAIM SET ACCOMPANYING RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT 
AMENDMENT 

Applicant Robert L. Battey et at. 
Serial No.: 09/812,158 
Filed: March 19, 2001 
Docket No.: 10961158-6 

Title: ELECTRICAL AND FLUIDIC INTERFACE FOR AN INK SUPPLY 

a fluid outlet on the leading edge such that the longitudinal axis bisects the fluid outlet, 
wherein the fluid outlet is separated from the cavity defining the electrical interface portion, with 
the fluid outlet being in fluid communication with the replaceable ink container and configured 
for engaging a fluid inlet of the printing system. 

27. (Previously presented) The replaceable ink container of claim 26, and further including: 
an information storage device electrically connected to the plurality of electrical contacts. 

28. (Previously presented) The replaceable ink container of claim 26 wherein the fluid outlet 
is configured to receive fluid inlet of the printing system along a fluid interconnect axis, and 
wherein interengagement of the electrical interface portion with the corresponding electrical 
printer contacts of the printing system is free from any forces acting on the replaceable ink 
container in a direction perpendicular to the fluid interconnect axis. 

29. (Previously presented) The replaceable ink container of claim 26 wherein the electrical 
interface portion is fixed to the replaceable ink container and the corresponding electrical printer 
contacts of the printing system float on the printing system. 

30. (Previously presented) The replaceable ink container of claim 26, and further including: 
a latch feature, wherein the replaceable ink container has an unlatched position and a 

latched position, in the latched position the latch feature is in engagement with corresponding 
engagement features of the printing system, wherein the plurality of electrical contacts of the 
electrical interface portion engage the corresponding electrical printer contacts of the printing 
system, and wherein the fluid outlet is in fluid communication with the fluid inlet of the printing 
system. 
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